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PECG Corporate General Meeting
Los Angeles, September 7-8, 2018
Below is a picture from the corporate annual meeting. It was held in
Anaheim California on September 8, 2018.

Section President: Cristina Nunez
President Elect: John Williamson
VP Supervisory: Abu-Bakr Al-Jafri
VP Rank & File: Evangelina Palma
VP At Large: Joseph Tang
Secretary: Javad Rhezaii
Treasurer: William Vivar

Upcoming Events
•

Section General Meeting (TBD)

Past Retirements

From left to right: Roy Flores, Azar Habibafshar, Sutida Bergquist (Corporate Past President), PECG
San Diego Director Ms. Diane Vermeulen, Robert Lumahan, and PECG President Ms. Cristina Nunez

At the corporate meeting many important issues were presented, and
the new corporate officers were sworn in. The new MOU with its new
groundbreaking features which have been long sought were discussed
along with goals being outlined for the upcoming year.

Dan Juarez
Construction

Siavash Akhgarnia
Office Engineer

Mehdi Salehizadeh
Office Engineer

Member Involvement
If you are interested in volunteering
on one of the San Diego Section

New Section Directors were sworn-in on September 8, 2018, in Anaheim California.

Committees, please contact our
Section President, Cristina Nunez at:
Phone: (619) 718-7895
Email: cristina.nunez@dot.ca.gov

PECG’s own past president and past director, Fred
Abdipour, and David, the leader from Labor Council, busy Canvasing for pro Union
Congressmen and congresswomen all over San Diego County.

Section Committees
•

Events Committee

•

Health & Safety Comment

•

Membership Committee

•

Nominations & Election
Committee

•

Policy & Bylaws Committee

•

Political Involvement
Committee

•

Retirement Committee

•

Scholarship & Student

•

Monitoring Committee

•

Public Outreach Committee

•

Science Fair Committee Events
Committee

•

CHEERS Committee

•

Grievance Committee

On the left, William Vivar, Cristina Nunez, Diane Vermeulan and on the Right;
Javad Rhezaii, Abu-Bakr Al Jafri, Evangelina Palma, and John Williamson

The first officer meeting on September 13th, the San Diego section
officers met during lunch. The new section officers were sworn in.
Discussions ranged from the annual budget to officers staffing events
and committee chair positions.

Fundraising 2018

QUICK LINKS
•

PECG membership Benefits
o http://pecg.org/benefits

Josan Feathers representing PECG with Assemblywoman Dr. Shirley
Weber, in the second picture with President pro Tempore of the California State
Senate, Toni Atkins, and in the last picture with David Ige, the Governor of
Hawaii.

•

2019 Health Plan Premiums
o http://pecg.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019premiums.pdf

•

2018-2020 PECG MOU
o http://pecg.org/mou2/mou/
Assemblywoman Dr. Shirley Weber and her daughter PECG Officers and CA Assembly member Todd Gloria

PECG is happy to report that CalHR
(representing the State) has officially
confirmed that all of the provisions of
PECG's new MOU will be provided
to all rank and file and supervisory
and managerial employees in Unit
9. Here is what the MOU will mean
for every Unit 9 member this year:
•
•

•

•

Many PECG San Diego Section present and past officers were busy
helping PECG friendly politicians all over San Diego County during
the Mid-Term Election.

4.5% General Salary Increase
(GSI).
2% state experience pay
William Vivar, Diane Vermeulan, Juan Vargas Congressman (CA 51st District),
differential for Unit 9
Josan Feathers, Dave, and Roy Flores at the Fundraising for Juan Vargas
employees with 20 or more
years of state service.
$250 per month geographic
2018-Voter Registration/Earth Day Volunteers
pay differential for Unit 9
employees whose worksites
are located in any of the
following high-cost counties:
Alameda, Marin, San
Francisco, San Mateo, and
Santa Clara.
Dozens of other new and carry
over economic provisions and
job-related benefits.

All of the economic benefits are also
retroactive to July 1, 2018.
According to CalHR, all of the
economic benefits provided by the
new PECG MOU will likely appear in
the November pay warrant that all
Unit 9 employees will receive
December 1. Separate checks
providing back pay from July 1, 2018
for the Unit 9 raise, experience and
geographic differentials if applicable,
and other economic benefits

Josan posing with the cutout of the President and Michelle Obama at the voter
registration event in which she participated.

EARTH DAY 2018
PECG member Josan Feathers volunteering at Earth Day 2018

San Diego Section PECG members volunteered in removing plastic and
other polutants in San Diego beaches. Earth Day is now a global event each
year, and it is estimated that more than 1 billion people in 192 countries now
take part in what is the largest civic-focused day of action in the world.
Earth Day Network works year-round to solve climate change, to end plastic
pollution, to protect endangered species, and to broaden, educate, and
activate the environmental movement across the globe.

provided by the MOU are also
expected in November.
This MOU is the product of the united
strength and collective effort of over
10,000 PECG members working
together to deliver competitive pay,
protect pensions and health care
benefits, and ensure engineering and
related jobs are protected from
outsourcing. The PECG Bargaining
Team could not have reached this
agreement without the support of
PECG's loyal members. Thank you
for your membership and support.

As Earth Day moves towards its 50th anniversary in 2020, we are working
harder than ever to grow the environmental movement and to inspire and
mobilize the next generation of leaders to create a healthy sustainable future.

Diversity Day 2018, October 30

th

PECG officers took turns manning a table at the event to pass out
snacks to attendees.

From Left: Xiaoqing Jaber, Cristina Nunez, Diane Vermeulen, and Paul Swearingen

**************************************************

Deadline nears for
Oroville Dam spillway
concrete placement
By Risa Johnson |
rjohnson@chicoer.com |
Chico Enterprise

Roy Flores, Frank Contreraz, Diane Vermeulen,
Paul Swearingen, and Robert Lumahan

PECG San Diego provided water and snacks to those who participated
in the Diversity/Disability Awareness Day.

Dragon Boat Race 2018

Construction continues on the
Oroville Dam spillway.The state
Department of Water Resources
expects to meet its Nov. 1 deadline
to have all concrete placed on the
main spillway.

OROVILLE — The state Department
of Water Resources still expects to
meet its quickly approaching Nov. 1

PECG helped sponsor two Caltrans dragon boat teams on September
29th, 2018 in the Dragon Boat Races.

deadline to have all concrete placed
on the Oroville Dam’s main spillway.
Crews began by placing permanent
concrete slabs at the bottom of the
spillway of the nation’s tallest dam,
making their way to the top. Now,
the upper chute is about threequarters of the way complete, DWR
reported in a moderated media call
on Wednesday.
In the uppermost 730 feet of the
chute, 108 of 150 erosion-resistant
concrete slabs and 14 of 50 erosionresistant concrete walls have been
installed.
Jeff Petersen, executive project
director for Kiewit Infrastructure
West Co., said crews had made
“great progress” on the middle chute
since the last update, with the
section now 95 percent finished.
All of the walls and 221 of 228 of the
erosion-resistant slabs in the middle
chute have been placed. One slab
that was affected by hot and dry
winds needs to be replaced as it
didn’t meet DWR standards, but that
shouldn’t affect the deadline,
Petersen said.
Work on the energy dissipators or
dentates at the bottom of the
spillway, which were demolished
and are now being rebuilt, is 65
percent complete, the department
said.
After the Nov. 1 deadline, there will
still be some activity on the main
spillway including dry finishing, joint
sealing and cleanup. Concrete
placement will continue on the
emergency spillway.

Congratulations to The Road Dragons, who took 3rd place in the
competition.

On September 20th, 2018 WTS hosted the 25th Annual Awards and Scholarship Gala
at Parq West in San Diego. Our Caltrans Director, Ms. Laurie Berman, received the
“Woman of the Year” Award, and PECG member and WTS officer, Eleanor
Gonzales, won the “Member of the Year” Award.

Laurie Berman, WTS Woman of the Year

PECG member, Eleanor Gonzalez, was
WTS’s Member of the Year for her
outstanding contribution to the
San Diego section as the Corporate
Sponsorship Chair

PECG members helped in collection of toys and delivery. For the
upcoming food drive, PECG will help in collection and delivery of the
foods donated by employees.

Placement of roller-compacted
concrete on the southern half of the
emergency spillway splash pad is 83
percent complete, according to
DWR. Concrete placement there
resumed on Sept. 10 after breaking
for scheduled maintenance on the
roller-compacted concrete batch
plant, the department said.
Construction of a roller-compacted
concrete buttress which will be
adjacent to the splash pad and the
emergency spillway weir is expected
to begin in October.
These are measures to mitigate the
dangerous type of erosion that
occurred during the spillway crisis in
February 2017, when water ran
down what was then an unlined
hillside for the first time in history.

The Ice Cream Social on Halloween was attended by all employees
including many PECG members.

Retirements

Deputy Tom Bouquin presented PECG member, Dan Juarez, with a
“Certificate of Appreciation” at his Retirement Party in September.
Two more PECG members retired this quarter, both were design
engineers, Siavash Akhgarnia and Mehdi Salehizadeh, shown below
with co-workers.

Left to Right: Valerie
Mady, Maria Rivera, Vafa Mogharabi (SrTE), Siavash Akhgarnia, Mehdi Salehizadeh,
Margarita Nunez, Thinh Le

