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Upcoming Events 

• 10/4-10/5 - PECG Corporate
Annual Meeting

• 10/4 - D11 Wellness Center 5k/10k

• 10/8 - DAC Fish Fry

• 10/29 - Diversity Day

Upcoming Retirements 

• Nancy Nickerson

Past Retirements 

• Laurie Berman (36 years)

• Duy Ton (35 years)

• Ed Kennedy (27 years)

WTS Thunder-talks 
Thursday, June 6, 2019 

Diane Vermeulen, SD PECG Director was invited to give a 
presentation on the I-5 Corridor “Build NCC” projects update during 
a WTS Thunder Talks presentation.   

Thunder Talks are WTS’s version Lightning Talks; a series of 5-6 
minute presentations by a diverse set of speakers. Considered the end 
to Death by PowerPoint, a set of Lightning Talks is a unique 
approach requiring presenters to quickly and efficiently share 
information for new ideas and projects to a large audience within a 
limited window of time. The rapid pace of presentations, one after 
another, helps sustain audience interest and makes for a welcome 
change of pace from standard PowerPoint presentations.  

PECG San Diego is an Agency Partner Sponsor for WTS.  

Corporate Quarterly Meeting 

The PECG Corporate Quarterly Meeting took place June 7 & 8, 2019 
in Sacramento.  Director Diane Vermeulen, Section President 
Cristina Nunez, Robert Lumahan, Mehi Nabizadeh, Josan Feathers 
and Section Treasurer William Vivar attended the meeting.  A few 
items to note from the meeting: 



Congratulations Passing your 
Professional Engineering 
License: 

• Phat Nguyen

Recruiting a New Member 

Do you know of someone who is not yet a 
PECG member?  Would you like to receive 
$50 from PECG?  Well, all you have to do is 
sign up that person as a new PECG 
member and you'll receive $50 from 
PECG!   PECG’s e-application, which is 
desktop and mobile friendly, contains a 
field for the recruiter’s name and can be 
accessed at http://www.pecg.org/join.    

1. Motion passed to include Anti-Harassment Policy to PECG
Corporate bylaws.

2. Motion passed to renew a 3 year contract with Baker &
Blanning and Aaron Reed & Associates.  These are the
companies that represent us.

3. Motion passed for PECG to endorse incumbent Henry Jones
for the open Calpers seat.

6/12/19 and 8/19/19-San Diego Section Officers Meeting 
San Diego Section officers had two meeting during this quarterly 
report.  Many issues including the PECG Delivers! Celebrations, 
STEM committee, Innovation Day, and corporate meeting topics 
were discussed. 

DSA At Large Meeting 

The first At Large meeting of the year was held at DSA on June 19, 
2019.  PECG Counsel Jesse Rodriquez with the guest speaker.  After 
Jesse presented, PECG officer candidates gave a 1 -2 minute 
introduction of themselves and reasons why they would like to 
become PECG officers.  The meeting was well attended. 

(FromLeft): Joseph Tang, Javad Rhezaii, Diane Vermeulen, Oscar Cortes, Paul Swearingen

Fundraiser for the San Diego Democratic 
Party East County Caucus 
Sunday, June 23, 2019 

Section officer Diane Vermeulen and retired member Josan Feathers 
participated in the East San Diego County Democratic Caucus 
Fundraiser.  The event was well attended with standing room 

http://www.pecg.org/join


PECG Media Briefing 

Caltrans’ New 
Director: Toks 
Omishakin Has 
Credentials in Active 
Transportation 
 By Melanie Curry 

September 4, 2019 

Governor Gavin Newson just announced the 
appointment of the new director of Caltrans. 
Adetokkunbo Toks Omishakin comes from 
the Tennessee Department of Transportation, 
where he directs its Bureau of Environment 
and Planning.  He has served on the board of 
directors for American Walks, and as vice 
chair of the AASHTO Council of Active 
Transportation, where biking and walking 
advocates say he has provided thoughtful 
leadership. 

Before that he directed Healthy Living 
Initiatives for the mayor of Nashville, where 
he led the development of a Complete 
Streets policy for the city. 

Omishakin gave a plenary speech at the 
League of American Bicyclists’ 2018 
national bike summit that emphasized his 
support for and interest in active 
transportation. 

In that speech, he spoke of the importance of 
having bicycling and walking included in 
policies, in design manuals, and in 
engineering guidelines. He pointed out that 
resurfacing projects offer opportunities to 

only.  East county candidates got the opportunity to speak and inform 
attendees of their views on the current local political issues. 

(From Left): Diane 
Vermeulen, State Assembly 
Dr. Shirley Weber, Josan 
Feathers. 

(From Left): Diane 
Vermeulen, Kenya Taylor 
running for the County 
Board of Supervisors, Josan 
Feathers 

PECG INTERNATIONAL! 

The Federation Professional Civil Engineers of Mexico (FEMCIC), 
Tijuana Chapter, hosted July 11th and 12th two full days of technical 
meetings during which PECG Caltrans Engineers participated  

• Shawn Rizzutto presented “Asset Management and Pavement
Preservation Strategies”

• Gabriel Acero presented the “I-5 North Coast Corridor Project”
• Oscar Cortes, VP for International Relations for FEMCIC

moderated the presentation and Q/A panel discussion



add things such as road diets and bike lanes 
– sometining advocates have been fighting
for in Califormia with S.B. 127. And, of
course, he said: funding is fundamental.

California is in many ways ahead of the 
curve. The state dedicates funding to biking 
and walking under the Active Transportation 
Program; it has rewritten pieces of the 
California Design Manual; Caltrans has 
already adopted a somewhat toothless 
Complete Streets policy. 

What Caltrans heeds is a leader who 
understands why these disparate things are 
important, one who can explain why biking, 
walking, and transit need outspoken support. 

Advocates have reason to be optimistic 
about this appointment. Dave Snyder, 
Executive Director of the California Bicycle 
Coalition, told Streetsblog that “we’ve had 
other directors talk the talk, but none have 
walked the walk by putting their energy to 
promote active transportation in a difficult 
environment the way Toks has. We are 
really looking forward to working with him.” 

Read more here: 
https://cal.streetsblog.org/2019/09/04/caltran
s-new-director-toks-omishakin-has-
credentials-in-active-transportation/

Headline: US DOT 
providing $871 
million for highway 
disaster relief 
 By John Gallagher, Washington 
Correspondent 

PECG Delivers! Celebrations in San Diego 
Thursday, August 1st, 2019 

With PECG membership support, PECG Delivers! The pay increases 
& the MOU are direct result of 11,000 Unit 9 employees who have 
joined PECG. PECG members understand that PECG works to 
improve pay, protect pensions, provide affordable health care 
benefits, stop outsourcing, and provide professional representation. 
This is how we celebrate throughout our San Diego offices.  

(Above): District 11 Office – August 1, 2019 

(Above): District Office – August 1, 2019 

(Above): Carmel Valley Construction Office – July 31, 2019 

https://cal.streetsblog.org/2019/09/04/caltrans-new-director-toks-omishakin-has-credentials-in-active-transportation/
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September 12, 2019 

The Trump administration will spend $871.2 
million to repair roads and bridges in the 
U.S. and in American territories that have 
been damages in natural disasters and 
unexpected events over the past three years. 

The funding, which is taken from the 
Highway Trust Fund and allotted to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
Emergency Relief program, will be used to 
help rebuild damaged infrastructure in 39 
states, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the 
Northern Mariana Islands and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. FHWA is an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT). 

“This administration is providing federal 
funding to help repair roads and bridges 
damaged during natural disasters, including 
hurricanes, wildfires, floods and 
earthquakes, “said U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation Elaine L. Chao in announcing 
the relief Sept. 10. 

The largest piece of the funding — $220 
million (25%) — will go to Puerto Rico for 
the ongoing effort to repair damage caused 
by Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017. 
California will receive $157 million (18%) 
of the relief, which includes $115 million for 
storms and fires that have occurred over the 
past three years. More than $12 million has 

been set aside for road damage in Hawaii 
caused by volcanoes and earthquakes. 

In addition, more than $6.5 million was 
earmarked for tribal governments for events 
in California, Michigan, Nebraska, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin. 

Read more here: 
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/headlin
e-us-dot-providing-871-million-for-
highway-disaster-relief

Cont… PECG Delivers! Celebrations 

Kearny Mesa Construction office & Survey Office – August 2, 2019 

(Left): El Cajon Construction 
Office – August 1, 2019     

San Diego – Coronado Bridge 50th 
Anniversary Celebration 
Saturday, August 3, 2019 

Our Board recently voted to sponsor “The 50th Anniversary of the 
Opening of the San Diego-Coronado Bridge”, which was hosted by 
Caltrans, County of San Diego, the Port of San Diego and private 
organizations.  We felt this was an important event to sponsor 
because it demonstrated our sections involvement not only with 
private organizations and government agencies but with two 
communities, the City of San Diego and the City of Coronado.  
PECG was approached to be a sponsor of a free give away at the 
event.  When this opportunity was presented to the Board, it was a 
unanimous decision to sponsor the event.  This was a perfect way to 
promote a positive image of PECG throughout the communities as 
well as to our members and their employers.  The PECG logo was 
included in promotional pamphlets, the event program and on the 
packaging of the lapel pins (giveaway).  The lapel pins were given to 
honored guests including the mayor of Coronado, two past Caltrans 
District 11 Directors, local politicians, other transportation officials 
and people from the community.  Three of our officers attended the 
Civic Reception and Program in honor of the Bridge.  

https://www.freightwaves.com/news/headline-us-dot-providing-871-million-for-highway-disaster-relief
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/headline-us-dot-providing-871-million-for-highway-disaster-relief
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San Diego FORWARD 

What is San Diego 
Forward: The 
Regional Plan? 
From SANDAG Website 

What do we want our region to look like in 
2050 and beyond? Where will we live? How 
will we get around? How can we grow in a 
way that fuels our economy and preserves 
our environment, takes everyone’s needs 
into account, and still maintains our quality 
of life? San Diego Forward: The Regional 
Plan tackles these questions and provides a 
long-term blueprint for a sustainable future 
for the San Diego region. A blueprint 
leading to livable, workable, and playable 
communities. 

 The plan is built upon a forecast that lays 
out how our region will grow over time – 
how many people will be added, where they 
will live, and where they will work. Based 
on the general plans of the region’s 18 cities 
and the county, the Regional Growth 
Forecast tells us more than just how many 
people our region will need to support – it 
tells us about those people, and how their 
needs and desires may change over time. 

 From there – and working with input from 
the public, stakeholders, and elected officials 
every step of the way – planners will 
envision the region of our future, as well as 
the regional transportation network 
improvements that will connect us. 

 For the current planning cycle, SANDAG is 
preparing a Regional Transportation Plan 
that meets federal planning requirements 
based upon long-established Vision, Goals, 
and Policy Objectives along with updated 
population, employment, and land use 
forecasts out to the year 2050. It is 

 The Coronado Bridge is a State Route, SR-

75. We’ve had many PECG members work

on this bridge, from improvement designs,

speed studies and recently the suicide metal

spike barrier installation.  PECG’s sponsorship was a nod to 

those PECG members who have worked on the bridge and 

continue to work on the bridge.  The picture on the left is the 

design on the lapel pin.  

PECG Section Quarterly General Meeting 
Monday, August 5th, 2019 

PECG San Diego Section general meeting was held on Monday, 
August 5th, 2019. Guest speaker was Nadine Wescott (PECG Staff).  
Nadine spoke about the importance of FEDPAC and explained why 
you should join.  Ms. Westcott also answered questions about the 
MOU and bargaining issues.   



anticipated that this federal plan will be 
completed in spring 2020. 

 At the same time, SANDAG is working on 
San Diego Forward: The 2021 Regional 
Plan, a bigger picture vision which looks 
beyond the 2050 horizon year to prepare for 
the next planning cycle. The framework for 
the bigger vision is in development and will 
be presented to the SANDAG Board of 
Directors and the community for input by 
late 2019, with anticipated adoption of the 
2021 Regional Plan in late 2021. 

Read more here: 
https://www.sdforward.com/about-san-
diego-forward/what-san-diego-forward

2nd At Large Meeting 
The 2nd At Large Meeting was held on August 15, at the San Diego 
Water Board.  Jesse Rodriquez was the guest speaker.  Jesse spoke 
about PECG issues and the importance of being a PECG member.  

D11 Innovation Fair 2019 
Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Caltrans D11, HQ & our partners showcased innovative ideas, 
products, processes, and technologies that will help us advance our 
mission, vision & goals. The goal is to encourage participants to 
always find ways to improve, be creative, inspire each other & 
develop a sustained culture of innovation, collaboration & teamwork. 

PECG was a sponsor of this event.  PECG officers staffed a PECG 
booth.  We answered member questions and passed out snacks to all.  
Congrats to all the PECG members who showcased their ideas and 
work. 

https://www.sdforward.com/about-san-diego-forward/what-san-diego-forward
https://www.sdforward.com/about-san-diego-forward/what-san-diego-forward
https://www.sdforward.com/about-san-diego-forward/what-san-diego-forward


Member Involvement 

If you are interested in volunteering on 
one of the San Diego Section Committees, 
please contact our Section President, 
Cristina Nunez at: 

Phone: (619) 718-7895 
Email: cristina.nunez@dot.ca.gov 

Section Committees 

• Events Planning Committee

• Health & Safety Comment

• Membership Committee

• Nominations & Election Committee

• Policy & Bylaws Committee

• Political Involvement Committee

• Retirement Committee

• Scholarship & Student Monitoring
Committee

• Public Outreach Committee

• Science Fair Committee Events
Committee

• CHEERS Committee

• Grievance Committee

• STEM Committee

QUICK LINKS 

• Visit our Website

o sandiegopecg.org

• Follow us on Twitter

o Twitter@PECG_SanDiego

• 2020 Health Plan Premiums

o http://pecg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020-

Section Annual General Meeting Dinner 
Friday, September 13, 2019 

PECG members gathered at the annual dinner to discuss important 
section topics, swear in officers, give out scholarships and enjoy a 
nice dinner amongst peers. The dinner was held Sufi Mediterranean 
Restaurant. The guest speaker, Joe Mello (Corporate PECG 
President-Elect) updated members on the near future MOU 
negotiations and upcoming survey for each member to determine 
priority of importance of what to bargain for.  

Scholarships were presented to the Corporate scholarship winner, 
Mila Trubint, as well as our Section Scholarship winners, Alyssa 
Labrador and Alexander Jaberi. 

http://pecg.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-Health-Plan-Monthly-Premiums.pdf
http://pecg.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-Health-Plan-Monthly-Premiums.pdf


Health-Plan-Monthly-
Premiums.pdf 

• 2018-2020 PECG MOU

o http://pecg.org/wp-
content/uploads/Unit-9-
MOU-2018-2020.pdf

• PECG Objectives

o http://pecg.org/wp-
content/uploads/PECG-
objectives-2019.pdf

• PECG Informer
o http://pecg.org/communica 

tions/informer/

• Weekly Update

o http://pecg.org/communica 
tions/weekly-update/

COMMUNICATIONS 

• Documentaries
o We’ve Got the Power

 http://wevegotthepo
wer.com/

o The Next Frontier –
Engineering the Golden Age
of Green

 http://thenextfronti
ermovie.com/

o The Bridge So Far – a
Suspense Story

 http://thebridgesofa
r.com/

o Amazing: the Rebuilding of
the MacArthur Maze

 http://amazingmaze.
org/

o A Span in Time

 http://aspanintime.c
om/

The 2019-20 PECG San Diego Section Officers were officially 
sworn in by Robert Lumahan during the PECG Annual General 
Meeting Dinner.  Congratulations to the new San Diego 
Section Officers: 

• Director – Cristina Nunez
• President – John Williamson
• President Elect - Oscar Cortes
• Vice President Rank & File – Paul Swearingen
• Vice President Supervisory - Abu-Bakr Al-Jafri
• Vice President At Large - Ben Neill
• Secretary - Alex Balce
• Treasurer - Farah Kushkaki

 From Left):  
Alex Balce, Farah Kushkaki, Paul Swearingen, Ben Neill, Abu-Bakr Al-Jafri, John 
Williamson. 

The Section Annual General Meeting Dinner was another fun 
evening with PECG member gathering with gifts giveaways, live 
music & dancing.  We will see you all again next year!  
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PECG MEMBER BENEFITS 

• Theme Parks & Discounts

• PECG Sponsored Insurance

• PECG Scholarships Programs

• PECG FED-PAC

PECG Retirements 

WTS San Diego sponsored a retirement celebration party for Laurie 
Berman, Caltrans Director on August 22, 2019 at Pizza Bella. It was 
well attended with people from both Caltrans and WTS.  She is 
retiring after 36 years of serving the people of California as a 
Director of California’s Department of Transportation (Caltrans).     

(Above): WTS Officers are posing with Laurie Berman and her husband on her left 
side and PECG member Lima Saft on her right. 

(Left): Nancy Nickerson 
will be retiring as a 
Caltrans Supervising 
Bridge Engineer/Area 
Construction Manager 
for Structures 
Construction in San 
Diego. 
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